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Officer Elections
Officer elections were held in November for the offices of
secretary and vice president (president and treasurer will be
voted on next November). We had a very strong slate of
candidates this year with three people running for secretary,
and two for vice president. Thank you to everyone who ran
for office! Having so many willing and capable people on the
ballot shows how this chapter continues to get stronger.
Congratulations to Terri Thompson who was elected as our
new secretary, replacing out-going secretary Georganne
Bowman. This is Terri’s first time as an officer, welcome to
Terri, and thank you to Georganne for her two years of service.

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Projects & Volunteer Services - Kathryn Casteel
Hospitality - Mark and Kim Thompson
Fund Raising - Kathie Bishop
Advanced Training - Kay Ahrens and Georganne Bowman
Communications and Outreach - Tricia Barrett

Lauri Peterson was elected vice president. Lauri was
appointed vice president by the board of directors a year ago
to fill the remaining year of the office when Bill Moulder was
elected to president. Lauri previously served a two year stint
as secretary, and one year as communications committee
chair.

Each committee chair is allowed to serve a maximum of two
consecutive years. This is the first year for all of the current
chairs, so each is eligible for another term, but we encourage
all members to take their turn at being a chair. The chairs
are the major force behind getting things done and what is
going on with the chapter, and we encourage all willing
members to take a turn at these vital roles. Please consider
helping the chapter move forward by volunteering for one of
Chapter dues are paid in January. This year the board set these positions.
the dues at $20. Make checks payable to “University of MO In addition to committee work, chairs are also on the board
Extension” and get them to our current treasurer Dennis of directors which has (at minimum) a quarterly meeting.
Reed. Bring your check (or cash) to the January meeting, or Board members decide when and how often to meet.
mail your check to:

Chapter Dues

Dennis Reed
3096 Neongwah Bend
Camdenton, MO 65020

Committee Chair Selection
Every year part of the January chapter meeting is used for
standing committees to meet and select their chair and
requested budget for the year. See the chapter manual for
full descriptions of each committee. You may join more than
one committee. For 2016 the committee chairs were:

Committee Budgets
Each committee will also discuss potential budget items and
amounts for the year. The committee chairs will use these
estimates to help the board set an annual budget at the
upcoming board meeting.
The first board meeting of the year will be after the January
chapter meeting so that proposed budgets for the committees
can be discussed.
(by Lauri Peterson)

A partnership of the Missouri Department of Conservation and University of Missouri Extension
To engage Missourians in the stewardship of our state’s natural resources
through science-based education and volunteer community service.
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Recent Achievements and
Certifications

Ÿ Out-going secretary Georganne
Bowman for her two years of
service as chapter secretary.
Ÿ Connye Griffin, Joan Michaelree,
and Dan Bernskoetter for running
for chapter officers. This was our
most impressive officer slate ever,
and we hope you will consider the
committee chair positions that will
be open in January.
Ÿ Nancy Hanna-Somers for her work
organizing the officer election committee.

September - Initial
certifications: Karen
Schneider, Shanel
Howard.

September
re-certifications:
Glenn Commons,
and Kathy Fayant.

November re-certifications: Carol Bullard, JoAnne Gitchell, Gerry
Williams, Dave Hemminger, Joan Michaelree, Ed Whitmore.

Our
Leadership
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

President - Bill Moulder
Vice President - Lauri Peterson
Secretary - Terri Thompson
Treasurer - Dennis Reed
Projects & Volunteer Services Hospitality - Mark and Kim Thompson
Fund Raising - Kathie Bishop
Advanced Training - Kay Ahrens &
Georganne Bowman
Communications and Outreach Tricia Barrett
Web Site - Lauri Peterson
Calendar - Georganne Bowman
Certifications - Nancy Hanna-Somers
MDC Advisor - Jodi Moulder
MU Advisor - Tricia Barrett

All Stars
The communications committee awards All
Star certificates to chapter members that
have contributed in extra ways to make our
chapter a success. If you have someone
you would like to have recognized, please
send your nomination to Lauri Peterson
(lauripub@swbell.net).

Nancy Hanna-Somers for getting
the scholarship committee running
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Chapter members Beti Pearson, Bonnie White and Ted Windels and
their spouses visited the Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge near
Mound City, Missouri (www.fws.gov/refuge/Squaw_Creek/) on October
21.
Squaw Creek is a 7,000 acre wetland among northeast Missouri’s
Loess Hills, and it offers a visitors center, five miles of hiking trails,
most through wooded loess ridges, and twelve miles of interpretive
auto tours around and through the wetlands. The moderately
challenging trails include a climb of 200 native stone steps laid by the
CCC and permanently mounted telescopes that overlook the wetlands.

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was a public work relief program that operated from 1933 to 1942 in the United
States for unemployed, unmarried men from relief families
as part of the New Deal.

The auto tour is self-guided with several points of interest, some
of which include mounted scopes and observation towers. We
were fortunate to view great numbers of waterfowl, including a
variety of ducks, Canada geese, a few pelicans and a great egret.
The refuge’s American Coot count for October 17 was 12,518,
so we must have seen a high point of their migration. A couple
of bald eagles were fishing and we saw a nest from the car.
Muskrat lodges were everywhere.
A bonus is that one of the Visitors Center volunteers is a Missouri
Master Naturalist, and he shared an intimate knowledge about
the refuge.

Photos and story by Ted Windels

is a loosely compacted yellowish-gray deposit of windblown sediment. Extensive deposits occur in the American Midwest.
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Photo by Tim White.

After Squaw Creek, our tour group met again the next day at
the Alternative Energy Educational Center in King City,
Missouri (www.kingcityvisitorcenter.org/) for a tour of the
center and a visit to the Bluegrass Ridge Wind Farm. A local
retired farmer named Everett was our incredibly knowledgeable guide. He is a founder of the center, and he seemed to
delight in showing off the wind turbines and the educational
center.

by how little wind it takes to turn the blades. We asked Everett
about bird kills by wind turbines, and he said that the newer
turbine design kills far fewer birds.

The educational center’s focus is on children and educators,
which made it a fun place for us. It boasts a solar panel array
and a working model of a 24-hour, battery-supported wind
energy system. There are many hands-on activities that
demonstrate the physics behind alternative energy. The two
Bluegrass Ridge’s 27 turbines are part of a 750 megawatt turbine blades in front gave us an immediate sense of a
network of wind farms in Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas utility-grade wind turbine’s size.
that provides power for Associated Electric Cooperative and
Thanks again to Bonnie for arranging these two visits.
its members. Bluegrass Ridge covers 10,000 acres, mostly
farm land, and the land owners receive an annual rental fee
of $4,000 per turbine. The turbine towers, including the length Ted Windels
of the blades, reach 400 feet in the air. We were impressed

LOWA Thanks Barbara Fredholm
Chapter member Barbara Fredholm has been organizing and
running the Kayak Meet-Ups for the Lake of the Ozarks
Watershed Alliance (LOWA) for four seasons. They are held
on the second Saturday of the summer months at Ha Ha Tonka
State Park. LOWA gave a special thank you to Barb for all of
her hard work at the final meeting of the year in September.
Barb stepped down as the coordinator at the end of the season.
During her time, she recruited many chapter members as
volunteers to help at these events, and was instrumental in their
increasing popularity by promoting the events to the public.

LOWA Director Donna Swall thanks Barb for all of her efforts.
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Leaves…
and Life Lessons
Last spring I awoke one morning to the faint buzz of a leaf
blower, which is fairly common at my lake-front home.
Sound carries really well over the water, and some days
I feel like I can hear one running somewhere pretty much
non-stop all day long. As soon as one stops, another one
somewhere else starts up.
On this morning, when I threw open the curtains I was
horrified to see that most of the back of the cove including
all of my lake front was engulfed in a layer of fresh leaves.
AAARRRRGGGG! Slimed! It’s not that this is unusual. This
happens two or three times a year. Usually I just see the aftermath
of leaves - which can last for days - and I quietly fume over the
unknown doer of the dastardly act.

Initially I was angry that I couldn’t get any justice for this outrageous
act. There was nobody to call. To most of the world this was no big
deal.
On the upside, the workers did stop. They got out the owner’s burn
pit and started burning up the remainder of the leaves. In my
defense, I went back over and thanked them for stopping and
apologized for yelling at them. To my surprise they thanked me for
letting them know that they shouldn’t put the leaves in the lake. And
then it slowly dawned on me that this was an opportunity to educate
the public. These weren’t bad people, they were just doing what
they thought was normal and what they had always done.

This time I knew where it was coming from. I could still hear the leaf
blower running. That morning I threw aside my normal policy of
being on the best terms possible with my neighbors. Maybe it was
because I hadn’t had my coffee yet. Looking back I realize it was a
rude and arrogant thing to do, but I threw on some clothes and
stormed up the road and angrily demanded that they stop immediately. What they were doing was illegal, and I was going to call
somebody.
And so the “leaf brochure” project was born. We have created an
educational brochure to discourage collecting and dumping leaves
As it turned out, they were workers from out of town and were only in the lake. We are in the process of getting funding from Ameren
doing what the home owner had told them to do. They were very to print the brochure, and will have additional information on our
apologetic and said they had questioned the home owner if dumping website about composting and local resources for disposing of leaves.
leaves in the lake was allowed – and had been assured it common
and completely acceptable practice. Then they asked me – What Thanks to these key contributors for this project: Connye Griffin for
should they do with the leaves? I sadly had no real answer for them. writing most of the brochure and coordinating the editing and
updates, Terri Thompson for picking up the design and layout task
After my shameful outburst I went home and did some research. I and suffering through the endless edits, Jenny Halteman for
realized that there wasn’t anybody to call that could make them stop. researching a list of local services and also for writing a composting
It’s a clean water act violation and DNR really doesn’t have the guide, and Georganne Bowman for getting the funding for the
man-power or interest level to enforce small-scale violations like this printing.
one. On weekends the DNR number just goes to an answering
machine; no one would even pick up the message until Monday. By Lauri Peterson

Joann Billington and Kay Ahrens

Lauri Peterson and Karen Schneider

Chapter members at work on the School of the Osage (SOTO) monarch garden this summer. Big thanks to Kay
for organizing several work days this summer. Photos by Glenn Commons.
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Prairie Days
At
Cole Camp
In October Missouri Prairie Foundation held
their annual meeting and festival that celebrates prairies. It is an opportunity to honor
folks who have worked hard to preserve and
restore prairie habitats and to spread the word
about their diversity, beauty and value to
wildlife and nature enthusiasts.
There are wagon rides out on the prairie,
displays, artwork, resources to identify plants,
dutch oven cooking demonstrations, music and star
gazing. Most popular of all is the free wine tasting, snacks
and visiting with others who love prairies. One of the
booths had samples of cooked insects – dried, marinated
and roasted cicadas, etc. Yum! They are a food that is
high in protein, crunchy, and surprisingly – not bad!

stir up critters for it to hunt. We watched the falcon fly out
a couple times and asked lots of questions about training,
breeding and hunting. His bird is amazingly fast and
swooped low over us as it circled the field. It was
fascinating to watch and learn about falconry.

We will be out there next year the second weekend in
October. Join us to learn about prairies, to see the ladies’This year we had a chance to see an experienced falconer
tresses orchids, drink wine and look at stars.
fly his bird over the prairie. “Big Bird” is a peregrine
falcon/goshawk hybrid especially bred for falconry. The
bird hunts in teamwork with a dog that circles the field to
Photo and story by Bonnie White

Conservation Kids Club The February meeting featured a discussion on
how and what animals do to survive winters in
Missouri. Gerry Williams got the kids building
skills going by having them build an igloo right
inside the MDC office! PVC pipe and foam
insulation helped create a Missouri style igloo.
Photo & information from Terri Thompson

2016 State Conference
Photo from Carolyn Solomon
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As students were heading back to school at the end of
May, some chapter members were heading out to the
Hurricane Deck Outdoor Classroom to get it cleaned up
and ready for the school’s naturalists of the future. Weed
eaters, chain saws, clippers and elbow grease were used
to bring the trail back to a useable state. Shortly after the
cleanup day, a classroom of students enjoyed the trail
and a lesson on aquatic life at the pond. Photos and
information from Terri Thompson

Composting Basics

By Jenny Halteman. This is an excerpt of the article
created as part of the leaf brochure project. The full
article will be on the chapter website soon.

There are many ways to compost at home. It can be done by
simply piling up branches and leaves and letting nature do its
course, or by speeding up the process and putting more effort
into it. In this article the focus will be how to compost at home,
and in return, how it will make organic rich soil. Also,
composting can be very rewarding, especially if one enjoys
recycling, and has yard trimmings and food scraps.

Composting is a natural biological process of breaking down
matter, carried out by a number of microorganisms, like
bacteria and fungi, and large organisms, like insects and
worms. As the microorganisms go to work, their body heat
causes temperatures in the pile to rise. To do this, these
organisms require nitrogen-rich organic material (sometimes
referred to as the green), like grass clippings and food scraps.
The other part of the decomposition process requires large
Since Missouri law bans yard waste (leaves/grass) from
amounts of carbon-rich material (sometimes called the
landfills, composting at home is a way to dispose of these
brown), like leaves, mulch, and sticks.
things, plus other household food waste – with little effort. The
quote is taken from an article from the Mother Earth News.
The pile works best when the “green” and the “brown” are
added in alternating layers. As the breakdown occurs,
temperatures of the pile will eventually lower, and over time
“Compost helps plants grow better by
(with proper oxygen, water, and turning of the pile) will
improving the soil’s structure and waterbecome organically rich soil called humus or compost. This
“black gold” can be used in gardens, potted plants, and for
holding capacity, and by increasing the
seedlings, trees, or spring planting.
supply of nutrients the soil provides for

your plants. Regular applications of
compost also help prevent plant diseases
by making your plants healthier.”

If you have too much “brown” (carbon-rich) the decomposition
slows, so adding more green speeds it up. If you have too
much “green” the pile can get smelly (like ammonia or rotten
eggs). The ideal ratio is 1 part nitrogen-rich (green) to 25-30
parts carbon-rich (brown).
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New Volunteer Opportunities at Bennett Spring State Park
From Patricia Chambers, if you can help please contact programming. I am very open and flexible to new ideas.
Throughout the summer, we offer guided hikes in the morning.
her at: patricia.chambers@dnr.mo.gov
If a member would like to lead or facilitate one, that would be
A small area between the parking lot and nature center was great!
allowed to grow native. I would like to see this area enhanced. The signage and markers on all trails need to be improved.
There are some plants that are growing abundantly and may Hiking a trail and giving input on where improvements could
need to give another plant a little more room to grow. I would be made would be very beneficial. Taking a set of clippers
like to get some more modern plant identification/interpretive and trimming bushes in areas that are on the trail and letting
signs. Perhaps your group could make suggestions on how staff know areas that need to be addressed is always
to enhance this area to reach its full potential.
welcome. I am the only full-time staff at the nature center
I am looking for volunteers to help make this site better for and our seasonal budget was cut in half recently. This means
the enjoyment of others. Educational or interpretive programs that I get only one person next summer. It is difficult to
at the nature center May through August conducted by maintain the trails, but if there are people that like to hike,
volunteers would add diversity to our current interpretive they can let me know of specific areas to focus on…then I
can use my time wisely.

Educational bulletin
board maintained by
chapter members at
the Hillbilly Fairground Park in Laurie. Photo by Carolyn
Solomon.

Please send updates for the web calendar to Georganne Bowman at
jorjan39@gmail.com.
Send contributions for the newsletter or website about past or upcoming chapter activities to Lauri Peterson at lauripub@swbell.net
The communications committee always welcomes information from chapter
members on what they have been doing under the Missouri Master Naturalist
flag. It is very important that we keep submitting articles to the paper, and
promote our organization’s good works! The Lake area needs to know that
we are out there doing good stuff! Please submit your who, what, where, when,
and why to Lauri Peterson- lauripub@swbell.net in order to get out the good
word! A photo always helps!

Newsletter Staff
and Contributors:
Ÿ Publisher: Lauri Peterson
Ÿ Contributors: Ted Windels,
Bonnie White, Carolyn Solomon, Glenn Commons, Jenny
Halteman, Terri Thompson,
Dan Bernskoetter.
Ÿ Proofreaders: Connye Griffin,
Nancy Hanna-Somers, Terri
Thompson, Joann Billington,
Glenn Commons, Ted Windels, Caroline Toole.
Copyright 2016 Lake of the Ozarks
Chapter of Missouri Master
Naturalist. All rights reserved.

Organized in the spring of 2009, the Lake of the Ozarks Chapter of the Missouri Master Naturalist program
serves the residents of Camden, Miller & Morgan counties. The Missouri Master Naturalist program
is an adult, community-based, natural resource education and volunteer service program.
Visit us at: http://www.lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com for calendars and volunteer opportunities.
Like us on Facebook for up-to-the-minute postings on the chapter and what its members are doing:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-of-the-Ozarks-Master-Naturalist/153968454647217?ref=ts&fref=ts
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