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on the Osage River, from Ted Windels
One of the more challenging volunteer opportunities offered
by Eagle Days is the chance to spend time in the eagles’ wild
environment at the Osage River access viewing site.

Working with the public presents its own challenges of course,
not the least of which is making sure small children don’t take
off for the river while Mom is looking through the scope!
We hosted over 1000 guests this year, which we were
responsible for counting. Thanks to the Boy Scouts for
helping with that. We were fortunate that there is a new nest
across the river which a couple eagles visited to eat their
catches while we watched.
The challenges never get old for us, because watching eagles
never gets old, and because each year we share some new
experiences with our visitors. This year, for the first time of
Photo by Gerry Williams
which the author is aware, a lady took a good photo of two
adult eagles perched across the river through one of our
The weather is only part of the challenge. Each year some scopes with her smart phone and posted it to Facebook on
of us visit the access days in advance to assess eagle activity the spot. Pretty cool.
and to search for a nest to have in our scopes when the birds
are scarce on Eagle Days. Members of our crew spend one
to two days in advance gathering or arranging delivery of
firewood and burn barrels, gathering materials and constructPhoto by David Dilks
ing model eagle nests and other visual aids for display,
reviewing information about bald eagles in general and
nesting in particular. We want to thank Gerry Williams for
letting us cut firewood and nest materials on his property and
for the visual aids and scopes he brings every year. He even
plays eagle calls on his smart phone for our visitors. Jim
Wells brought the burn barrels. Al Kitta arranged additional
firewood. Jodi and Lauri provided the eagle stickers, which
are always fun for the kids.
We set up displays, have our binoculars and scopes ready
for children and adults, and have fires going in the barrels all
before the first visitors arrive each day. This year we decided
to be as smart as the eagles and build a reusable model nest,
which Jodi is keeping until next year.

More photos on page 5 and 6 >>
A partnership of the Missouri Department of Conservation and University of Missouri Extension
To engage Missourians in the stewardship of our state’s natural resources
through science-based education and volunteer community service.
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Recent Achievements and
Certifications

Ÿ Kay Ahrens and Georganne
Bowman for organizing and leading
our long-range planning effort.

January – Mark Thompson re-certification, Ron and Jan Brooks MDC
Level 1 fire certification, Kathryn Casteel 500 hrs pewter pin. Photo by
Ted Windels.

January – Gerry Williams 500 hrs pewter pin. Photo by Td Windels.

February re-certifications -- Sally Bauder, Ted Windels, Linda Commons, Jo Ann
Gitchell (250 hr pin), Kathryn Casteel, Sandy Nelson. Photo by Glenn Commons.

All Stars
The communications committee awards All Star certificates to chapter members that have contributed in extra
ways to make our chapter a success. If you have
someone you would like to have recognized, please send
your nomination to Lauri Peterson (lauripub@swbell.net).

Left Kay Ahrens for monarch gardens work.
Right is Georganne Bowman for 2015-2016
chapter secretary. Photos by Glenn Commons.
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Upcoming Hikes
March 4th 10:00am Boulder Ridge, Ha Ha Tonka, 1.7 miles. Easy
to moderate
March 11th 9:00 Natural Tunnel Trail. 7.5 miles, Bennet Springs.
March 19th 2:00pm. Honey Run Anderson Hollow, North Loop. 4.5
miles. Easy.
March 25-26 Sandhill Cranes trip to Nebraska.
April 8th, 10:30 am Hidden Springs Trail. 2.5 miles Lake of the
Ozarks State Park, Kaiser.
(Pictured right - February 12 hike photo by Carolyn Solomon )

March Bennett Springs volunteer opportunities
Contact Patty Chambers (417) 532-3925
patricia.chambers@dnr.mo.gov

Thursday

11 to 1:30 pm

Friday 11 to 1:30 pm

9:30 to 1:30

Grade 5

Thursday

9:30 to 1:30

Grade 5

1 person to lead hike on Bridge Trail
Grade K

March 31

1 person to lead hikes on Oak Hickory Trail, 1 person to
be present in Nature Center mingling with students
March 17

Wednesday

1 person to lead hike on Bridge Trail
March 30

March 8
Wednesday
10 am
Hike/access Savanna Trail
March 16

March 29

Grade K

Friday

9:30 to 1:30

Grade 5

1 person to lead hike on Bridge Trail
photo and information from Carolyn Solomon

1 person to lead hikes on Oak Hickory Trail, 1 person to
be present in Nature Center mingling with students
March 22 Wednesday
10 am
Hike/access Nature Tunnel Trail
March 23

Thursday

10 to 1:30 pm

Grade K

1 person to lead hikes on Oak Hickory Trail,1 person to
be present in Nature Center mingling with students

Our
Leadership
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

President - Bill Moulder
Vice President - Lauri Peterson
Secretary - Terri Thompson
Treasurer - Dennis Reed
Projects & Volunteer Services Hospitality - Mark and Kim Thompson
Fund Raising - Kathie Bishop
Advanced Training - Kay Ahrens &
Georganne Bowman
Communications and Outreach Tricia Barrett
Web Site - Lauri Peterson
Calendar - Georganne Bowman
Certifications - Nancy Hanna-Somers
MDC Advisor - Jodi Moulder
MU Advisor - Tricia Barrett

2017 Kayak Meet-ups
Information from Barbara Fredholm
May 13

Ha Ha Tonka State Park

June 10

"Osage Howler" Osage River, Lake Ozark

July 8

Ha Ha Tonka

August 12

Ha Ha Tonka

September 9

Ha Ha Tonka

Page 3, Missouri Master Naturalist - Lake of the Ozarks Chapter

First Quarter, March 2017

Winter Controlled Burn
in Rural Camden County

On Saturday, December 3, 2016, members of
Lake of the Ozarks Missouri Master Naturalist
joined a local Camden County land owner and
his neighbors to perform a controlled burn on a
local homestead that was originally settled in
the late 1800s. The goal of the burn was to
suppress future growth of fescue pastureland
and help reestablish vigorous growth of native
plants and grasses.
Kay Ahrens, Joann Billington, Glenn Commons,
Barbara Fredholm, Jenny Halteman, and Nancy
Hanna-Somers joined Jodi Moulder to assist John and Tresia
Franklin in burning approximately five acres. Peter Somers
provided fire-control throughout the burn with a water tank
and hand-held sprayer mounted on a four-wheeler as well as
documenting the event through photographs. Additional
photos were provided by Glenn Commons.

the fire would not unexpectedly re-ignite and burn outside the
prescribed areas.
The Franklins initiated their pasture restoration effort in 2012
using both mowing and herbicide applications to prepare the
seedbed for planting with a certified mix of wildflowers and
native grasses. Severe drought that year decreased the initial
germination and growth success since the initial planting.
They conducted the winter burn with plans to mow the site
during the 2017 growing season to control cool-season
grasses. Re-seeding is planned for the fall to continue their
efforts to enhance the ecological health of the environment.

The group gathered in the late morning, allowing temperatures to rise to approximately 45 degrees Fahrenheit and the
morning dew to dry. The group reviewed the burn plan before
using drip torches to initiate the fire. Leaf blowers were
employed as well, to encourage the flames and carry them
across the burn area. Limits were established along the
perimeter of the site by lanes that had been mowed ahead of Story from Nancy Hanna-Somers
the event. Water was applied to reinforce the fire break and
Photo top & bottom left by Glenn Commons
monitored by members of the group using leaf rakes.
Within two hours, the burn was complete. The high moisture Photo bottom right by Peter Somers
content of some areas created smoky conditions for the latter
part of the event but it also meant a decreased danger of the
fire moving outside the intended boundaries. Rain, then snow
fell late in the day and overnight offering even more assurance

Page 4, Missouri Master Naturalist - Lake of the Ozarks Chapter

First Quarter, March 2017

Eagle Days continued…

Photo by David Dilks

Photo by Al Griffin

Photo by David Dilks

Photo by David Dilks
Photo by Ted Windels

Photos by
Al Griffin

From Al Griffin:
Here are some pictures of the folks at Wilmore on Saturday morning. Ed said the crowds
were a bit lighter in the morning than past years but the weather was pretty cold. Those that came in saw birds
and seemed to enjoy. Tom Nittler and Ed Thompson were helping with the scope and binoculars.
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Photo by David Dilks

Photo by David Dilks
Photo by David Dilks
Photo by Glenn Commons

Eagle Days
continued…

Photo by
Terri
Thompson

Photo by David Dilks

Page 6, Missouri Master Naturalist - Lake of the Ozarks Chapter

Photo by David Dilks
Photo by David Dilks

Photo by David Dilks

First Quarter, March 2017

Christmas
Party
2016
Photos from Glenn Commons

From Kathie Bishop:
Many thanks to all who donated items for the silent auction
– there were lots of great items! I am very pleased to report
that after all the bidding and some cash donations, we raised
$728.00 for the Camp Wonderland Pollinator Garden
Project. Also a BIG Thank You to Kim and Mark for the great
venue- we needed all that space and tables – and their work
in preparing the area. Great job from a great group I am
proud to be a member of.

From Glenn Commons:
I want to thank you all for your support of the Wonderland Pollinator Garden Project. Your generosity has put us over
the top for purchasing the blocks to build the raised garden wall. We will still need to raise funds for seeds and plants,
but we are well on our way to seeing this project dream become a reality. Again, I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
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Osage River
Cleanup
The Feb. 18 clean up along the Osage
River road and below Bagnell Dam was
sponsored by the Save Blue Springs Creek
Stream Team #4752 which also provided
lunch. Seven of our chapter members
attended, along with a dozen or so stream
team members and volunteers. We worked
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and had a
beautiful day and lots of trash and tires.
Some of us separated aluminum cans for
recycling. Amy Meier from MDC was there
to coordinate, help pick up trash and cook
hot dogs.
Not pictured is Caroline Toole, who worked
in the morning but left before I could get the
photo.

Photo and story by Ted Windels

Please send updates for the web calendar to Georganne Bowman at
jorjan39@gmail.com.
Send contributions for the newsletter or website about past or upcoming chapter activities to Lauri Peterson at lauripub@swbell.net

The communications committee always welcomes information from chapter
members on what they have been doing under the Missouri Master Naturalist
flag. It is very important that we keep submitting articles to the paper, and
promote our organization’s good works! The Lake area needs to know that
we are out there doing good stuff! Please submit your who, what, where, when,
and why to Lauri Peterson- lauripub@swbell.net in order to get out the good
word! A photo always helps!

Newsletter Staff
and Contributors:
Ÿ Publisher: Lauri Peterson
Ÿ Contributors: Ted Windels,
Carolyn Solomon, Ted Windels, Glenn Commons, Terri
Thompson, Ted Windels,
David Dilks, Al Griffin, Nancy
Hanna-Somers,
Kathie
Bishop, Barbara Fredholm
Ÿ Proofreaders: didn’t happen.
Can you tell?
Copyright 2017 Lake of the Ozarks
Chapter of Missouri Master Naturalist.
All rights reserved.

Organized in the spring of 2009, the Lake of the Ozarks Chapter of the Missouri Master Naturalist program
serves the residents of Camden, Miller & Morgan counties. The Missouri Master Naturalist program
is an adult, community-based, natural resource education and volunteer service program.
Visit us at: http://www.lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com for calendars and volunteer opportunities.
Like us on Facebook for up-to-the-minute postings on the chapter and what its members are doing:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-of-the-Ozarks-Master-Naturalist/153968454647217?ref=ts&fref=ts
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