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Wild animals do not really take kindly to being touched
by people. Most, if you can catch them, will bite. Still,
there is that nagging question — what do they feel like.
Carol Bullard helped satisfy that curiosity with a table
stacked with furbearer pelts.

Perhaps people in the Ozarks are naturally stalwart. Or
maybe they’re just very curious about the animals and
plants that seem to be everywhere around them. But no
matter the reason, the April 22nd Earth Day presentations
by Missouri Master Naturalists from the Lake of the
Ozarks Chapter was a big success.
Despite really dismal weather which featured rain, hail
and chilly temperatures, lots of kids and adults showed up
to the alternative indoor site, leaving the bad weather for
the indoor fun at Bennett Spring State Park.
The four Earth Day signs were thanks to the creativity of
Jenny Halterman who made them using twigs, bark and
plant roots.
Meanwhile Chapter members were able to “show and
tell” about their favorite topics. Bonnie White, pictured
above with super event organizer Carolyn Soloman in the
backround, covered geology, with a wide variety of rocks,
geodes and other neat naturalist type items.

Then there are the Three Toed Box Turtles. Sally Bauder,
who has intensively studied them, brought a live turtle.
Fielding a variety of questions, people learned about their
keen sense of smell and like all reptiles, they have scales.

Rumors Bite the Dust
The Missouri Master Naturalist program is alive and well
according to Sys Hime, the Volunteer and Interpetive
Programs Coordinator of the Conservation Department.
Rumors, source unknown, were circulating that the
Department was going to eliminate the program.
In a September 21st email, she wrote: “The Department has
no intentions to abandon the Master Naturalist program and
I’m sorry if that information has been communicated to you.”
“The Department is currently reviewing the long list of
programs and services we offer, including the Master
Naturalist program. This review will help ensure we are
offering citizens the appropriate programs and service in an
efficient and effective manner.”
Bird house kits were the specialty of Dave Hemminger
and Ted Windels. They had prepared 24 kits for the
occasion and there was never a dull moment at their
table. As the kids, and grownup too, learned how to
assemble them, they also learned a bit about the Blue
Birds that would eventually take up residence.
And while most of
the water that day
was in the form of
rain, that did not
stop Beti Pearson
from teaching folks
a b o u t
a n d
encouraging,
kayaking.
Meanwhile, other
naturalists,
including Marvin
and Lucy Silliman,
G e o r g a n n e
Bowman, Kay
Ahrens, Joanne
Blaney, Margie
Hockersmith, Joan Michaelree and organizer, Carolyn
Solomon were involved with a variety of projects,
including healthy soil, clean water activities, bicycle
safety and nature crafts.

It’s a What?
You’ve found a really unusual beetle, at least you think
it’s a beetle, it has a hard outer shell. But what is it
really. Surely it’s not the only one in the world.
If you’re on Facebook, a quick way to find out what
you found, check out the Public Group: Bi-State Bugs
(Insects of Missouri and Illinois). With 2.1k members,
someone always knows.

Did You Know —

Native Orchids Can Thrive in Camden County

Master Naturalists are supposed to know everything about
plants and animals. So it was no surprise to receive a photo
of a twisted stem with some white flowers lying sideways on
a table with the plaintive question, “Can you tell me what this
is and what caused it to spiral around the stem. Thanks!”
Well, no. Not at first. After questioning about what the entire
plant looked like, another photo arrived. That’s when the
suspicion that it could be an orchid prompted a search through
the MDC publication by Bill Summers “Missouri Orchids.”
Wasting no time, arrangements were made for an in person
look within the hour.
It’s a Spiranthes lacera (Raf.) Aka Slender ladies’ tresses. A
whole hillside of them where their cattle roam and are herded
around with their ATV. So much for it being described in the
book as a “very slender, delicate plant.” – SN

Out of State Natural Experiences:

Easy Desert Birding
by Ted Windels
Deserts are not inviting by Missouri standards, but
there are plenty of exotic plants and animals to interest
the amateur naturalist. For example, Arizona’s Sonora
desert hosts over a dozen species of hummingbird and
many other birds remind us of home in spite of their
very different habitat.
Winter is a good time to visit, avoiding the high
summertime temperatures while the lower elevations
have fewer cold days. Swimming in an outdoor pool in
Phoenix in January is a real treat. As in Missouri, many
birds have adapted to living around humans. A few
days observation in a housing development, where
natural areas were left undisturbed, can add several new
birds to a list. Most of the photos were taken from a
house lot bordering a wash, which is essentially a dry
stream bed with vegetation that provides cover and food
for wildlife. The view is dominated by the iconic
Saguaro cactus, but the occasional water flow in the
wash promotes paloverde trees, a variety of shrubs and
even more kinds of cacti, including a much larger
cousin of an old Ozark acquaintance, prickly pear.
The cactus wren usually
builds its nest in cholla
cactus. While the female
incubates the clutch, the
male builds a second
nest, so they can raise
multiple broods each
year.

Anna’s hummingbird is
very common in populated
areas, having adapted to
feeders and flowering plants
maintained by people.
Unlike most hummers, they
stick around in lower
elevations through the
winter.

The gila woodpecker, which
often raids hummingbird
feeders, often makes its nest by
excavating holes in Saguaro
cactus. The saguaro seals the
inside of the hole, which can
later be used by other birds. At
first glance this bird looks and
acts a lot like Missouri’s red-bellied woodpecker.
Other birds recorded include the common raven which is
similar to the crow but with a heavier beak, the Costa’s
hummingbird which has a deep purple head and throat, the
rock wren whose quick movements made it impossible to
photograph and the verdin, a chickadee-like bird common in
the deserts of the Southwest.

Fun, Fun, Fun With the Eclipse of the Sun

Gambel’s quail survive the dry desert by finding green
foods for all the moisture they need. They are favored
prey for snakes, raptors, foxes, bobcats and coyotes. Not
surprisingly, their life expectancy is only 1.5 years.
For more information about the wildlife of the
Sonora Desert, visit the Desert Museum website at
https://www.desertmuseum.org/kids/oz/long-fact-

Eclipse Volunteers at Jefferson City included this crew –
Kathleen Casteel, Terri Thompson, Jean Knoll and Joanne
Billington.

In a Quandary? About Halloween?

So you live in the country, off a bumpy dirt road.
Trick or Treaters? Not a chance.
Or your condo complex is practically deserted,
school’s back in, the city folks with their countless kids,
no longer visit.
Trick or Treaters? Not a chance.
Or you have a home in a subdivision that has tons of
greedy kids who are really scarey.
So, what to do. You want to do something. After all,
its Halloween.
Simple.
Go to Bennett Spring State Park.
See, that isn’t hard. They’re having a whole bunch of
activities you could volunteer to help with.
On Friday night (Oct. 27th) you could help people
carve their pumpkins.
Then on Saturday (Oct. 28th), you could help with the
Snake Awareness program at the Park Store; assist with
the Snake Presentation and exhibit at the Nature Center;
help with the Bat Races across the street from the
Nature Center; help with the Haunted Hatchery Tours;
and several other activities later in the day. The day
ends with an Outdoor Movie — “Monster House.”
If any of that is appealing, contact Carolyn Soloman.

What’s in a Name
The word “Newsletter” is a nice word. A functional
word.Very practical in nature, it usually is what it is.
But, frankly, it is a rather boring word.
But as a reader and particularly as an editor, a more
descriptive, vibrant, almost alive word is desired to
adequately describe the publication.
So, please put on your creative thinking caps and send
in your suggestions for a name. Do not be shy. It can be
more than one word.
And while we’re at it, if you take a photo of something
of interest to naturalists, send it via email. Let me know
the what, if you know, the when, the where and the
circumstances. If it includes people, let me know who is
who. Send all emails to: lakemnnl@gmail.com
All material in the Missouri Master Naturalist Lake of the
Ozarks Chapter Newsletter is protected by Federal Copyright
law and may not be reproduced in whole or in part without
the written permission of the writer or photographer.

Kayaking Anyone? You Bet!
On a lake fraught with speedy bass boats and seaworthy
luxury cruisers, enthusiastic kayakers have been quietly
enjoying and exploring Lake of the Ozarks. With interest
high, a “How to kayak” class was presented at HaHa Tonka
State Park by Chapter members. The training was considered
an outstanding success because “Everyone stayed upright!”
While kayaking may seem to be a simple thing to do, its not
really that simple.

There are long kayaks, and short ones. Ones to sit on, others
to sit in. And the life jackets — even they are specially made
so it is easier to paddle and for a person to be saved if tipped
over into the water.
Then there are the “things” people wish to take with them
while paddling around. Things that shouldn’t get wet, goes
into water tight containers. Everything should be tied to the
kayak so if it does turn over, nothing will be lost.

All in all, it was a great time for everyone, instructors and
visitors as well.

