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Thousands Flock to
Eagle Days
Outdoors on sunny
Saturday or indoors, it
seems everyone had a
great time during Eagle
Days January 6th. The
Sunday weather was not
what anyone could call
great, but 45 stalwart
folks joined the Master
Naturalist volunteers at
the Access, braving the
cold drizzle in hopes of seeing a Bald Eagle. Meanwhile,
others spent most of their time indoors.
But no matter where they were, people were having fun,
learning about a large variety of wildlife, not just Eagles..
Many learned about
the Dickerson Park
Zoo’s Z.E.B.R.A.
program
(Zoo
Education Broadens
the Realization of
Animals) and the value
of Zo os t o t h e
worldwide wildlife
preservation.
The Conservation Department’s animal pelt quiz at
Heritage Elementary, continues to be very popular.

While guiding their children along the displays at School
of the Osage Heritage Elementary, the grownups kept the
presenters busy with questions, stories and comments.
The official tally of visitors to Eagle Days supports the
idea that people really like and are curious about Bald
Eagles. The response of visitors also confirms their desire
to know more about Missouri’s great outdoors. All total,
there were 3,478 people during the two days according to
Tim Jacobsen, Executive Director of the Lake of the
Ozarks Convention & Visitor Bureau. Saturday, of course,
had the most with 3,131. Of the venues, over all, 885
stopped by Wilmore lodge; 1,213 went to Heritage
Elementary; 808 went to Osage National Golf Resort and
572 spent time at the Bagnell Dam Access.

The wingspan test — Dad, son, daughter — Dad’s wing
span was not quite as wide as an Eagle, but all three made
a great picture for Mom who was busy with her camera.

Building Eagle nests was also very popular among all ages
thanks to the variety of downed tree limbs and tuffs of dead
grasses collected and brought to the site by the volunteer
Master Naturalists.

Meanwhile at Heritage Elementary, the Lake of the Ozarks
Chapter of Missouri Master Naturalist display proved to be
popular because of the variety of objects people could touch,
pick up and examine.
And for those
wondering what
to do about
marauding
raccoons or
other critters
disrupting their
lives, Adair’s
A n i m a l
Nuisance Trapping could provide answers. Adair and Deena
Bennett both Master Naturalists, use their knowledge of
animal behavior to humanely remove and relocate wild
animals causing problems. Their children, now adults, have
joined them in the business.

Then there is photographer, Jim Rathert. The monthly
Missouri Conservationist magazine was routinely filled
with his nature photography as were multiple books,
pamphlets, and other publications by the Missouri
Department of Conservation. Since his retirement from
MDC in 2006, he continued in photography but the
publication of his work took a different trail. Rather than
trying to sell his work as expensive art prints, he makes
them available to everyone on some really useful items,
such as coffee mugs. “My background as a wildlife
biologist and birder lends accuracy to each mug design,” he
writes. He personally has a hand in the production of each
item, not only made in the USA but made in Missouri.
Googling his name on a smart phone yields 11 pages of
listings, most because of his photography followed by those
of his coffee mugs.
The Avian Protection Program was the topic for
representatives from Ameren Missouri, the company
which owns and operates Bagnell Dam to provide
electricity. For detailed information on their program just
Google or search for Ameren avian protection program.
The Missouri Highway Patrol was also in attendance,
talking about and giving out information on safe boating.
While all of this was going on, kids and parents crowded
around tables, diligently trying to produce the winning
Eagle coloring contest.

And the Winners Are . . .
There were no red carpets, expensive wardrobes or TV
coverage.
But two Chapter members received very special awards
recognizing their volunteer work which benefits the entire
community.

Caroline Toole, a vocal Conservation Activist, received the
Volunteer of the Year Award from the Lake of the Ozarks
Watershed Alliance (LOWA) at their annual dinner last
December 5th. This year she will be taking on the large task
of updating the watershed plan for the Niangua arm of the
Lake, making LOWA eligible for grant money.
Kathy Fayant, an unassuming
native plant expert, received the
Grow Native Ambassador Award
at the Grow Native Professional
Conference last November 8.
It was presented by Betty Grace
for Kat hy’s “out s t a n d i ng
contributions and advancements in
the use of and promotion of native
plants and the use of native plants
on farms or for other uses.”

Interesting Smartphone Apps - Android
For those who love to fish, love to explore new fishing
spots in out of the way places, there is MO Fishing.
Developed by the Missouri Department of Conservation, it
is an unsophisticated app but can be handy if you’re
adventuresome. It lists each MDC place in the state where
fishing is allowed. It also has a handy map to assist in
finding the way in and out; fish identification pictures;
seasons and other information to keep your fishing legal. It
is free.
If you’re into bird identification, the Audubon Birds app
is comprehensive, has great photos and sound that can
attract the birds if they are around. The Cardinal sounds are
particularly good at getting three or more Cardinals together.
Science News lives up to its name. A compilation from
around the world, sprinkled with ads that are easy to ignore.

See You Later
Two Chapter Master Naturalists
have moved. Both contributed to
the Chapter and thus to this
community and will definitely be
missed.
Georganne Bowman, pictured ,
accepted a new job in St. Joseph.
Her liaison work with Ameren Missouri helped people
understand Ameren’s role in conservation. Thanks to
friends via Facebook, she has already made contact with
the Loess Hills Master Naturalist Chapter. Our loss is their
gain. We’ll see her again.
Barbara Fredholm has also moved to the Kansas City area
to be with her son Mike. Some years ago she helped the
County Commissioners realize that cutting the budget of
the Master Naturalist co sponsor, MU Extension would not
be a wise thing to do. An avid kayaker, she was
instrumental in getting the kayak ramp installed at HaHa
Tonka State Park and organized the monthly Kayak
Meetups. She’ll still be around on occasion.

Silent Auction Scores Big
The December Silent Auction, along with additional cash
donations raised a grand total of $940.
The proceeds were split between the Camden County
Child Advocacy Council (CCCAC) and Kids Harbor (KH),
each receiving $470.
CCCAC seeks to make the public aware of the role they
can play in Child Abuse and Neglect prevention. They do
this by providing educational campaigns and aid to abused
and neglected children, acting as advocates for the general
welfare of children and families.
Kids Harbor provides support to abused and neglected
children and the non-abusive adults involved. This includes
obtaining forensic medical exams of children, advocating
on behalf of the child, assistance in filing Crime Victim
Compensation applications, mental health counseling,
crisis intervention and emotional support and a Child
Abuse Prevention Program to elementary classes.

Certification — Rah!
Congratulations to
Margie Hockersmith,
receiving her initial
Missouri Master
N a t u r a l i s t
Certification.

Out of State Natural Experiences:
Where the Bison Roam
by Ted Windels

In September, the prairie was
illuminated by blazing star,
coreopsis, blue false indigo and
many more open habitat flora.

To see wild bison in Missouri visit the Nature
Conservancy’s Dunn Ranch Prairie near Eagleville.
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northameric
a/unitedstates/missouri/dunn-ranch-prairie-flyer.pdf

Missouri Master Naturalists take their interest in nature
along wherever they travel.The Tallgrass Prairie National
Preserve <https://www.nps.gov/tapr/index.htm> is south of
Manhattan in the Kansas Flint Hills. It covers 10,000 acres
mostly owned by The Nature Conservancy and co-managed
with the National Park Service. The Preserve prairie has
survived because the thin upland soil did not respond to
plowing and the property was used for cattle pastures. A
herd of 115 bison are the current residents.
After venturing out, the four of us hoped the four bison 30
yards away were accustomed to tourists. The large bull
snorted irritably and we all recalled the warning sign in the
visitors’ center. The bison had been aggressive lately and
hikers should not approach them closer than 100 yards. Staff
had assured us that the herd was far away on the back side
of the preserve, but our encounter was a mere half-mile
from the trail head.
I suggested that if we were charged we should all run in
different directions.
The youngest of us was a sixty-six-year-old arthritic
asthmatic, so that idea had no legs, or lungs.
We opted to stand quietly.
For a while.
Until the bison returned to their ruminations.
Then we slowly backed along the trail back to the visitors’
center.
There, the three-story ranch house and huge barn are open
for tours. The trails are broad and there are guided prairie
tours.

Three Cheers for Re-Certs

October: Tom Nittler, Bonnie White, Kathy Fayant,
Caroline Toole — plus a 1000 hour pin — Wow!, Jean
Knoll and Terri Thompson

For November: Karen Schnieder, Dan Bernsketter,
Nancy Hanna-Somers

Finding Nature in Winter
When winter finally sets in for real, some people get
gloomy, matching the overcast sky mostly devoid of direct
sunlight. Others despair, exclaiming “everything is dead,” “I
hate winter.”
Oh, contraire. Everything is not dead. You just need to
know how and where to look.
Lichen and moss, for example, thrive in this cold weather.
At last the trees have no leaves, letting the sunlight through
to the ground, without the heat of summer.

Yippeeee —
A New Master Naturalist Class!
After a year off, a new Master Naturalist class is in the
works. As in the past, there will be an opportunity for
members to volunteer as hosts, presenters and assistants.
If you want to volunteer, be sure to sign up during or after
the January meeting.
Two people have already volunteered to bring “snacks”
for the very first training session on Wednesday, Februaru
28 — Sally Bauder and Sandy Nelson. Everyone else is
invited to also participate in bringing their snack of choice
—Sally will coordinate the first class snacks, so check with
her as to who’s bringing what.

We Get Letters — We Get Comments

And if you think the cold kills all the insects and spiders,
think again. Turn over a
down branch or tree trunk
and you’ll find a few of
them. Dig down and you’ll
find even more. Red
wiggler worms go deep
underground and curl into
tight little balls, sometimes
two or three together, and wait for spring.

Patricia Chambers, Interpetive Resource Specialist of
Bennett Spring State Park sent a Thank You card to the
Chapter with the following hand-written note:
“Your group has made my first year at Bennett
Spring State Park such a blessing. I appreciate all the help.
Your group was the first to lend me a hand and I appreciate
it.”
And
“You guys [Master Naturalists] are awesome . . .
knowledgeable and dependable . . . we couldn’t have pulled
this off without you.” — Tim Jacobson, Executive
Director, Lake of the Ozarks Convention & Visitors
Bureau, during Eagle Days, January 6, at Heritage
Elementary School.
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Sometimes, if getting
outside is not a possibility
because of the weather,
nature is as close as your
refrigerator. Fungi loves
forgotten leftovers.
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So, if you can, go for walks through the woods, bundled up
of course, and look. You’ll find an abundance of life — just
different. — SN
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